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Religious Education (RE) Vision and Principles

Vision

Human culture and history have been guided by religion, and for many, the way we see the world is
driven by religious tradition and beliefs. An understanding of these ideals is vital to embedding a
holistic world view that considers history and culture, whether our children are religious or not.

At Hatcham Free School our families, staff and pupils are linked to many parts of the world and come
from a range of faith groups. We aim to celebrate this diversity and offer a welcoming and inclusive
environment for all of our pupils and families. We believe that Religious Education (RE) provides an
opportunity to celebrate, foster awareness and embrace the differences within our school community
and in the wider world. We value RE because it promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development of our pupils as they learn about, and from, different religions. It also prepares our pupils
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences they may encounter throughout their lives.

Principles
Enquiry Driven

RE promotes an enquiring approach in which pupils carefully consider issues of beliefs and truth in
religion. It enhances the capacity to think coherently and consistently. This enables pupils to
thoughtfully evaluate their own and others’ views in a reasoned and informed manner.

Ensures Progression

Pupils acquire and develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity, including the five other
principal religions represented in the UK. This enables our pupils to cultivate an awareness of the
varying beliefs, values and traditions, including that of non-religious people, that are shared by
individuals, communities, societies and cultures, both in the UK and the wider world.

Enhances Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

Pupils develop an awareness of the fundamental questions of life, and how religious teachings and
philosophies can relate to them. They respond to such questions with reference to the teachings and
practices of religions and to their own understanding and experience. Pupils also develop the ability to
reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences, whilst championing inclusivity for all.

Summary of Lesson Sequence

Lesson 1 - Learning about religion

The first lesson of each new unit begins with a viewpoint on the featured religion. Pupils should
complete the viewpoint in pencil without any teaching, in order to gain an understanding of their prior
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knowledge. The pupils should then be introduced to their knowledge organiser for the unit, which
features key vocabulary, key knowledge, an image of significance, key religious beliefs, important dates
and key questions. Pupils are then instructed to update their viewpoints to include the new knowledge
learnt throughout the lesson. When a religion continues into the next unit, character points may be used
in place of a viewpoint, to review prior learning.

Lesson 2 & 3 - Learning from religion

Throughout the next two lessons, pupils will encounter a range of different activities to aid their
learning and develop their understanding. They may also visit places of worship or listen to visitors
from local faith communities, then complete a reflection on what they have learnt. Lesson outcomes
include a variety of thinking points, source analysis and written responses such as, question and
answers, multiple choice questions or fill in the gap sentences.

Assessment

RE challenges pupils to reflect on, analyse and interpret truth, belief, and faith, enabling them to
communicate their responses. At the Free School, formative assessment styles are utilised to assess
key knowledge, skills and understanding within RE These are based on the attainment targets set by
Lewisham'’s Agreed RE Syllabus: Learning Together through Faith and Beliefs.

- ATI: Learning about religion AT2: Learning from religion

Key - Explore religious stories. = Reflect on religious experiences and
Stage - Name/explore religious festivals. concepts. .
1 - Identify the importance of - Ask and respond to puzzling

belonging to a religion. guestions.

- Explore religious beliefs. - Identify what matters to them,

- Identify meanings for religious religious commitments.
symbols. - Reflect on persconal morals

- Begin to use religious words. and values.

- Recognise religious teachings can
make a difference.

Key - Describe key aspects of religions - Reflect on what it means to belong to

Stage and a varlety of practices. a faith community.
2 - Identify similarnties and - Discuss views of religious truth and
differences belief.
- Use specialist vocabulary. - Reflect on ideas of right and wrong.
= Interpret information from - Recognise how commitment to
different sources. religion is shown.

» Reflect on sources of inspiration.
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Year Group

Religious Education (RE) Curriculum Overview

Autumn
Celebrations and

Christmas
Celebrations and

Winter

Celebrations and

Easter
Celebrations and

Celebrations and

Summer

Celebrations and

EYFS Festivals Festivals Festivals Festivals Festivals Festivals
Rosh Hashanah Hanukah Holi Ramadan
Christianity Chrlstlgnlty (U1 Christianity (U2) Ch.rlstlgnlty st (0] Hlndulsm (U2)
Year 1 (Islam) The Bible and A Local Church (Hinduism) Worshiopind God Hindu Belief and
Natural World Christmas Belonging pping Home
Chlnstle.lmty Christianity Chrlsthnlty (U3) Christianity (U4) Islam (U1) Is}am (UZ)
Year 2 (Hinduism) (Islam) The Life and Easter and Svmbols Prophet Muhammad The Five Pillars of
Sharing Food Right and Wrong Teachings of Jesus Y (pbuh) Islam
Buddhism (U1) . . . Judaism (Ul) Judaism (U2)
Year 3 The Buddha and his . Buddhlsm (U2) : ey Chrlstlan:.lty s Shabbat A Day of Festivals in Jewish
. Living as a Buddhist Peace The Bible :
Teachings Rest Life
. Judaism (U4) Christianity (U6) o Sikhism (U1) Sikhism (U2)
Year 4 Ju:s;zﬁggs) Prayer and worship Local places of C}g;iﬁr;zr(gﬂ Sikh Beliefs and The Sikh Teachings &
of God Christian worship Gurus Sikh Life
. Christianity (U9)
iU : Islam (U4) Clitatsiaiiliy (U Leading a Christian Hinduism (U3) Hinduism (U4)
Year 5 Ramadan and Eid- .. ) Jesus Human and : . o
. Hajj and Eid-ul-Adha . Life God and Beliefs Pilgrimage
ul-Fitr Divine
Sikhism (U3) Sikhism (U4) Christianity . Chrlstlgnlty . Buddhism (U3) Buddhism (Ufl)
The Gurdwara and . The Journey of Life | Understanding Faith . The Community
Year 6 Belonging to the e Following the .
the Guru Granth . . and Death and Belief in : . Worldwide
. Sikh Community . Buddha's Teaching
Sahib Lewisham




Religious Education (RE) Lesson Sequences

Year Group Autumn Christmas Winter Easter Spring Summer

=¥ : : Christianity Hinduism
@
g g < SR RETIOETIE R The Church and Easter The Holy Books
Folls (;D e Talk about how some celebrations/festivals might | ¢ Talks about some features of a Christian Church | ¢  Understands that Hinduism also has a special
§ % O be celebrated, e.g. Christmas, Harvest, Diwali. e Understands why Christians celebrate Easter book, like Christianity.
~ ”g =] e Understands that Hindus are not Christian and
) vice versa.

Natural World it 31ble -l A Local Church Belonging Worshipping God G
Christmas Home
e Explain what o Describe Christianity | ® Describe what e |dentify groups that | ¢ Describe Hinduism | e  Explain the
Christians and the including what happensin a | and other people including what importance of family
Islamic community Christians believe Christian place of belong to. Hindus believe in Hinduism.
believe about the about Jesus. worship. e To understand what about God. e To understand how
creation of the world. | ¢  To understand why e To understand how it means to belong e Recall the story of important the
— e To understand how the Bible is a place of worship to a family. Diwali and what it ‘home’ is as a place
— Christians, celebrate important to helps Christians to e To know that teaches about good of worship to
8 Harvest to thank God Christians remember their religious people and evil. Hindus.
> for the world e To canrecall what beliefs have different ways | ¢ To know how e Explain the role
e Recognise roles Christians e To know how of showing they Hindus, celebrate of a Hindu temple
and responsibilities remember at Christians, try to belong to a faith Diwali and express is in the life of a
in caring for the Christmas. follow Jesus’s (Hindus) their beliefs Hindu
world. example. through the arts.




Year Group

Autumn

Sharing Food

Christmas

Right and Wrong

Winter

The Life and

Teachings of Jesus

Easter

Easter and Symbols

Spring

Prophet

Muhammad (pbuh)

Summer

The Five Pillars of
Islam

Year 2

Identify special events
when people come
together and share
food (Hindus)
Explain what
Christians believe
about the Last
Supper.

To understand why
the communion
service is important
for Christians.

To understand the

importance of rules.

Recall some of the
rules that Christians
believe they should
live by.

Explain beliefs
about how people
should treat others.
(Islam)

Describe what |
know about
Christianity and the
Bible.

To understand the
teachings from the
story of Zacchaeus.
To understand how
Jesus taught values
through the stories
he told.

Sequence and recall
the Easter Story.
Describe what the
symbols of Easter
represent.

Explain what
symbolic actions
take place around
Easter.

Describe what |
know about Islam
including the main
beliefs of Muslims.
Recall why Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh)
is important to
Muslims.
Understand why

the Qur’anis
important to
Muslims.

Explain the Five
Pillars of Islam.
Identify objects that
are significant to
Muslims and explain
their importance.
Understand what
worship means to
Muslims.




Year Group

Year 3

Christmas

The Buddha and his Livingasa Peace The Bible Shabbat A Day of | Festivals in Jewish
Teachings Buddhist Rest Life
e Describe what | Explain the Explain what peace Describe Christianity Describe Judaism e  Describe the main

know about
Buddhism and the
Buddha.

e To understand the
main teachings of
the Buddha.

e Explain the meaning
of the story of
Siddhartha and the

e Swan.

importance of
Buddhist temples.
Explain why
Buddhists have
images of the
Buddha and
understand why
they are used.
Compare
commitments to
Buddhism with
commitments in my
own life.

means to Christians
and to me.

To understand what
peace means in an
international
context and how
this affects the way
people live.

Explain how peace is
expressed in
different religions.

including how
Christians use the
Bible.

To understand how
Christians believe
using the Bible helps
them to grow in
their faith.
Compare the Bible
with a holy book
from another
religion.

including the
importance of
Shabbat.

To understand what
happens during
Shabbat and why it
is important.

| understand the
importance of
Jewish traditions
and customs.

e Tounderstand why

e Use different

Jewish festivals.

and how Jewish
people celebrate
Passover.

sources to interpret
what Jewish
festivals show about
the Jews’
relationship with
God.




Year Group

Year 4

Christmas

Prayer and worship Local places of : Sikh Beliefs and Sikh Teachings &
Abraham " : Celebrations : :
of God Christian worship The Gurus Sikh Life

Explain the e Describe Judaism Describe Christianity | e Describe different Describe Sikhism Describe the rules
importance of including the including different Christian and Sikh beliefs Sikhs follow in their
Abraham to the importance of churches around Celebrations. about God. lives
Jewish people. prayer. the world. e To understand To understand the Compare how Sikhs
To understand how e To understand how appearance symbolism in importance of Gurus follow rules with |

the Torah helps
Jewish people
understand what
being Jewish means.
Compare the beliefs
of Jews and
Buddhists.

the role of a Jewish
person changes
after their Bat/Bar
Mitzvah.

e Tounderstand the
equal importance of
the home and a
synagogue in a
Jewish person’s life.

Use different
sources to compare
beliefs of different
denominations
within Christianity.

e Understand how

coming together
helps Christians to
grow in their faith.

Christian festivals.
Express views on
the importance of
celebrations and
festivals.

for Sikhs.

Explain Sikh beliefs
about being equal
and express ideas.

follow rules in my
life.

To understand what
worship means to
Sikhs.




Year Group ‘

Year 5

Autumn Christmas Winter Easter Spring Summer
Ramadan and Eid- Hajj and Eid-ul- Jesus Human and | Leading a Christian : .
) .. : God and Beliefs Pilgrimage
ul-Fitr Adha Divine Life

Explain Islam and To understand and Describe Christians e Reflect on how a Describe Hinduism Explain what
Ramadan can explain the and who they Christian’s life is and what it means pilgrimage means
To understand how purpose of a believe Jesus to be. led by faith. to be Hindu. o B
fasting helps pilgrimage. Explain how e Evaluate the To understand the Explain the
Muslims grow closer Explain the Christians follow challenges and importance of

to Allah and to each
other.

To know that
Muslims celebrate
the end of Ramadan
with a religious
festival named Eid-
ul-Fitr.

importance of the
Hajj within Islam.
Explain what
Muslims believe
about the history of
the Hajj and
sequence key
events.

Jesus and his
teachings in their
daily lives.

To understand the
evidence Christians,
base their beliefs
upon.

tensions of living a

Christian life today.

e Tounderstand the
purpose of the
charity Christian
Aid and how
Christian values
guide their actions.

peace in Hinduism.

Explain why
Gandhi practiced
non-violence and
communicate my
own views about
his practice

significance of The
River Ganges in
Hindu belief.

To understand the
importance of a
temple in
Hinduism.




Year Group ‘

Year 6

Autumn

The Gurdwara and
the Guru Granth
Sahib

Christmas

Belonging to the
Sikh Community

Winter

The Journey of Life

and Death

Easter

Understanding
Faith and Belief in
Lewisham

Spring

Following the

Buddha's Teaching

Summer

The Buddhist
Community
Worldwide

Explain Sikhism
including how the
Gurdwara is used
for worship.

e Compare how the

Gurdwara and
Buddhist temples
are used for
worship.

e To understand why

the Guru Granth
Sahib is known as
the ‘The Everlasting
Guru’.

Explain why the
Guru Gobind Singh
was important to
Sikhs.

Reflect on what it
means to belong to

the Sikh community.

To understand the
significance of the
Amrit Ceremony in

the Sikh community.

Identify significant
milestones within
the journey of life.
To understand what
Christians believe
happens after death
and how they
support others
during times of

loss.

Compare what
Christians, Buddhists
and Muslims believe
about death.

To understand how
faith groups work in
the local Lewisham
community.

Explain how life in
Lewisham has been
enriched by the
diversity of the
faiths and beliefs
within the borough.

Describe Buddhists
and the teachings of
the Buddha

Explain how
following the
Buddha’s teachings
help Buddhists to
grow towards
enlightenment.

To explain own
views on how
Buddhists try to live
a good life.

Identify similarities
and differences
between Buddhist
communities.

To understand that
special places have
a significant
meaning to
Buddhists.

Explain views on
how Buddhists try
to live a good life.

(U)=Unit of Learning from the Lewisham Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2018
e Key Stage1and 2 Contents from Lewisham Agreed Syllabus -

http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57861/Appendix2C%20Key%20Stage%201%20and%202%20Faith%20Content.pdf

e Key Stage 1 Units from Lewisham Agreed Syllabus -
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57862/Appendix2D%20Key%20Stage%201%20Units.pdf

e Key Stage 2 Units from Lewisham Agreed Syllabus -
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57863/Appendix2E%20Key%20Stage%202%20Units.pdf



http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57861/Appendix2C%20Key%20Stage%201%20and%202%20Faith%20Content.pdf
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57862/Appendix2D%20Key%20Stage%201%20Units.pdf
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s57863/Appendix2E%20Key%20Stage%202%20Units.pdf

Parental Right of Withdrawal from Religious Education (RE)

At Hatcham Free School, we aim to celebrate the diversity of Religious Education and offer a welcoming and inclusive environment for all of our
pupils and families. We believe that Religious Education (RE) provides an opportunity to celebrate, foster awareness and embrace the differences
within our school community and in the wider world. In the UK, parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of RE on the

grounds that they wish to provide their own religious education!, this provision will then become parents’ responsibility®. If you wish to withdraw
your child, please contact the school Principal.

I Religious education (RE) and collective worship in academies and free schools. (2012, December 18).
GOV.UK. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-and-collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools/religious-education-re-and-

collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools
2 Participation, E. (n.d.). School Standards and Framework Act 1998. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/section/71
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-and-collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools/religious-education-re-and-collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-and-collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools/religious-education-re-and-collective-worship-in-academies-and-free-schools
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/section/71

