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Reading Vision and Principles  

 

Vision 

At Haberdashers’ Hatcham Free School we believe that reading is sacrosanct, and we prioritise a child’s 
right to read from the very beginning of their school life. Reading opens children to other worlds and 
lets them explore adventures not experienced in their day-to-day life. Through books they become 
immersed in the joys of other places and develop their culture capital. Building the key skills of 
decoding, spelling, grammar, comprehension and fluency are the foci of our reading curriculum, 
alongside encouraging children to develop a personal relationship with literature from an early age.  We 
believe in high expectations and academic excellence which create confident and eager readers. 

Principles 

At the Free School the core elements of Guided Reading are: 

• All children included.  

Our method of guided reading enables all the children to listen to and read the entirety of three quality 
texts each year, with additional texts to supplement and expand their knowledge.  

• Vocabulary Rich 

We place a heavy emphasis on developing a child’s vocabulary. By the time children leave in Year 6, the 
limited word hoard they arrived with in Reception will have expanded enormously, giving them the 
language they need to understand sophisticated texts and express themselves in a wide range of 
contexts. Through our vocabulary sessions, the use of Frayer models and carefully chosen texts, we 
expose the children to rich and meaningful vocabulary that they can use in their everyday life.   

Story of Reading at the Free School 

We know that the right match of reading ability and text complexity facilitates a greater desire to read 
and a greater degree of comprehension. Thus, our reading curriculum is driven by a canon of culturally, 
historically and contextually diverse books, curated by the school, to suit the needs of our children. We 
want children to experience success when reading and ensure that our decodable books link to the 
phonics phases that the children are currently learning. Books are selected in key stage 2 from 
established classics, to modern contemporary and diverse and inclusive fiction and non-fiction. We 
have ensured that these texts are both challenging and interesting for children at Haberdashers’ 
Hatcham Free school. Our hope is that through exploring this vast range of literature, they will develop a 
love and appreciation of reading which will stay with them for life. 

Our systematic approach to reading enables children to become confident, fluent and independent 
readers who have clear understanding and the ability to use these transferable skills across the wider 
curriculum to access their learning. We do this by:  

• Choosing high quality texts as a strong base for whole-class reading 
• Reading to young children 
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• Daily phonics lessons in EYFS and Year 1 using a systematic approach to help master the 
phonics code as quickly as possible  

• Providing opportunity for children to apply their phonics in the context of a book in EYFS and 
Year 1 

• Providing daily whole-class reading lessons for all children from Year 2 to Year 6  
• Modelling ‘Reading for Pleasure’ as teachers and consistently encouraging ‘Book Talk’ to foster a 

love of reading at home 
• Building vocabulary and knowledge of language  

 

EYFS and KS1 Phonics and Reading 

Reading begins in the Foundation Stage through sharing well-known books, traditional tales and 
culturally rich stories. Children are encouraged to ‘learn’ stories orally, preparing them for their journey 
as readers throughout the school and later on in life. Children take part in daily phonics lessons in EYFS 
and KS1 to ensure a smooth progression towards fluency. As they make their way through to Year 2 and 
KS2, they also take part in daily whole-class reading lessons, which focus on reading fluency, prosody 
and understanding the text. 

Before children start their reading journey we believe they must have these key book experiences which 
should also continue throughout Reception where appropriate: 

- Even before children learn to read, there are pre reading skills they will need to master first 
- Regular opportunities to share books with an adult who is enthusiastic about books themselves 

and listens to what they say and responds 
- Tuneful text with strong rhythm and rhyme 
- Good rich books that encourage joining in 
- Talking about books and rich language experiences 
- Books that reflect children’s own experience  
- Having a repertoire of books children know really well  
- Having books read aloud as much as possible  
- Range of texts read daily by the class teacher and AT across the EYFS, modelling reading 

strategies, reading for fun and critical thinking   
 

All students receive daily phonics input, with 1:1 assessments used to identify those children who 
require additional support early. The school’s expectation is that all students leave Early Years with 
strong decoding skills and where extra provision is required to achieve this, time and resources are put 
in place. In Year One phonics continues to have a significant priority both in curriculum time and in 
terms of additional resources for those children who require it. Children with the most need are grouped 
in very small numbers and always receive phonics delivery from a class teacher. In Year One, the 
children are taught together in groups containing those who are at a similar stage in their current 
phonic ability although all children are taught the same sounds concurrently. Phonics sessions are 
daily and all staff are trained and monitored to ensure delivery is always of a high standard. 

In Early Years, the children are base-lined at the beginning of the year to find their starting level of 
knowledge. Our phonics teaching is logical and rigorous, following the DfE validated systematic 
synthetic phonics programme ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ (ELS). This provides a structured route for 
children to meet or exceed the standard in the year one Phonics Screening Check as well as all national 
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curriculum expectations for word reading through decoding in KS1. In EYFS, children are also read a 
variety of stories throughout the day, with a focus on a book each week in literacy. They are taught the 
basics of comprehension in these lessons with an emphasis on vocabulary. 

Year One also has a focus on phonics, and each child is given a phonetically decodable book based on 
the current sounds they are learning every week to cement phonic knowledge and comprehension 
skills. This knowledge builds up to one whole class guided reading session in Year 2. Year 2 has two 
whole class guided reading sessions based on a reading skill, one independent activity based on the 
same content domain and library sessions to promote a love of reading. 

 

KS2 Reading 

Through the selection of high-quality books, children are exposed to texts significantly beyond their 
independent reading ability – increasing their vocabulary and level of understanding. Rigorous and 
intentional reading sessions, including text dependent questioning, enable children to make good 
progress in comprehension. During these lessons teachers model effective prosody; this explicit 
modelling of expression, emphasis, intonation, volume, speed and movement is essential to support 
children in their comprehension of some of the subtleties of more challenging literature.  

In the Reading sessions the children work through a whole book each term, with an accompanying 
book to complement it and compare to when time allows. These books have been carefully chosen so 
that the children will leave the Free school having accessed high quality texts in their entirety. These 
books cover a wide range of genres, topics and themes as evidenced in the Curriculum Overview.  

From Year 2 to 6 the children practise their reading skills in whole class guided reading sessions once a 
day. These sessions follow a variation of the weekly sequence below and help to build up 
comprehension and inference skills through discussion, modelling and independent sessions. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Taught Session 1: 
Immersion in text 
session- 
Gaining a deep 
understanding of 
the text through 
reading, discussing 
themes, context and 
links to previously 
read parts of the 
story. 

Taught Session 2: 
Discussion based 
practise- 
Text and answering 
practise session. 
Text is read to the 
children and 3 
questions are 
answered in talking 
partners. This work 
is fed back on 
whiteboards and 
through class 
discussion. 
 

Independent 
Session- 
This is an 
autonomous session 
where children 
answer questions 
based on content 
domain taught. Time 
is given at the end to 
purple pen mark 
answers and check 
understanding. 

Vocabulary 
Session: 
Frayer Model- 
A focus on 
specific 
vocabulary 
prechosen by 
teachers to 
deepen 
understanding 
of the text. 
Emphasis on 
morphology, 
synonyms/ 
antonyms and 
creating 
definitions. 
(Taught each 

Library- 
Children bring 
their books in 
and out of 
school each 
day, as in KS1. 
Children 
choose their 
own books 
and foster 
their love of 
reading. 
Specific 
children will 
also choose a 
banded book, 
based on their 
reading ability. 
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Interventions 

We believe that all children should be able to access high quality teaching first and foremost. If they 
need extra help beyond that, we have chosen the evidence-based intervention CatchUp Literacy. This 
intervention is researched based and found to have impact by the Educational Endowment Fund. We 
also assign a banded book which is matched to the child’s reading ability to specific children to take 
home alongside their library book. These are used to help build up confidence and fluency in reading, 
and they are encouraged to read the book several times at home or at school. We also run ‘Nessy 
Reading and Spelling’ another research-based intervention, to provide extra support to children who 
need more assistance with the foundational skills of reading. In Year One and Reception we use the 
Essential Letters and Sounds programme to help the children with their decoding skills. 

 

Fostering a Love of Reading 

Children are read to everyday using the books from our reading canon with teachers modelling ‘Reading 
for Pleasure’ and consistently encouraging ‘Book Talk’ to foster a love of reading at home. Children visit 
the modern and well-stocked school library once a week and pick a book to read for pleasure. The 
school actively encourages strong links between school and home and frequent communication is 
fostered with reading journals and conversations among teachers and parents. To promote discussion 
between parents and children around books, we have also opened a ‘Telephone Box Book Exchange’, 
where children and adults can take a book and leave a book. These are free books that are available to 
all members of our community. We also have frequent literary events such as World Book Day, author 
visits and book competitions, all of which aid in establishing a life-long love of learning. To ensure the 
children have space and time to read we also have book sheds for the children to access at playtime and 
lunchtime in the Trim Trail and Vesta road playgrounds. 

Research shows that the difference in reading ability between a child who reads for pleasure for an 
average of 30 minutes a day, and those who never read, is more than a year. Therefore, we aim to 
consistently promote ‘Reading for Pleasure’ in our school. We do this by providing space and time 
during the week for children to select their own choice of reading book from a carefully curated 
selection, with adult input when appropriate, and give them the chance to engage in conversations 
about the books they are reading.  

Our phonics teaching is logical and rigorous, following the DfE validated systematic synthetic phonics 
programme ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ (ELS). It is only a small part of our approach to nurturing a 
love of reading in EYFS.  

These include:  

• Children being in charge of their reading 
• Teachers knowing books in their classroom to pick out books particular children will enjoy 
• Continuing one to one reading with lowest 20% of cohort 
• Rich, high quality texts in all areas of the Learning Environment (inside and out)   

week from 
Year 4).  
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• Reading Journals which facilitate home-school partnership due to space for messages, which are 
checked weekly  

• Parent meetings in phonics  
• Immersion through sensory experiences are utilised to enhance the wonder of story   
• Dramatic story telling with the children   
• Key words in the environment (on the walls, word mats or within provision on tables)   
• Sharing of favourite books that children have brought in themselves   
• Making of class books and individual story books   
• Often provision for free flow will be linked to key books the children are learning about to help them 

to apply and develop vocabulary across different contexts 

 

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 

Ensuring equal opportunities that are inclusive of all, and representative of the diversity within our 
school and wider world, is at the core of our curriculum design and our pedagogical approach to 
teaching reading.  
 
Each year group studies a classic, contemporary and diverse text throughout the course of an academic 
year. This means that children develop a rich understanding of cultural differences through the context 
of time and geography. This creates a learning environment which is representative of our diverse 
student population and global issues. Significant consideration has also gone into the choice of texts on 
offer in our library. This is to ensure that there are stories showcasing the lives and achievements of 
underrepresented groups such as minorities, LGBTQIA+ and those who are neurodivergent.  
 
All children are exposed to the same rich text choices and move through the taught sessions at the 
same pace. Children sit in mixed ability pairings to allow for collaborative learning, exposure to rich 
vocabulary and discussion, and conversations involving different opinions. All learners are supported 
by the structure of the lesson, their peers, scaffolds, physical resources and additional adults. 
 
SEND and disadvantaged pupils are offered targeted support by teachers during all reading lessons, 
including our library session where they are guided to choose appropriate texts that engage and 
challenge them. Many of them also are provided with a supplementary banded book which helps them 
build fluency and confidence in their reading. 
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Reading Curriculum Overview 
EYFS Reading Canon 

 Autumn Christmas Winter Spring Easter Summer 
 
 

Classic 
1. Tiger who came to Tea 
2. Peepo 
3. Each peach pear plum 
4. Jolly postman 
5. Stickman 
6. We’re going on a bear hunt 
7. Very hungry caterpillar 
8. Cat in the hat 
9. Nursery rhymes 
10. Funnybones 
11. Elmer 

Contemporary:   
1. Supertato 
2. The book with no pictures 
3. Oi frog 
4 Every child a song 
5 Ready for spaghetti 
6 Martha Maps it Out 
7.  It's Your World Now 
8.  Do You Love Oceans? 
9 Leo and the Octopus 
10.  Frank and the Missing Biscuits 

Diverse: 
1. the Proudest Blue 
2. Luna loves art 
3. Sofia Valdez: future prez, 
4. Ravi’s Roar, 
5. Speak Up 
6. Last stop on Market street 
7. Baby goes to the Market 
8. Look Up 
9. Anna Hibiscus’ song 
10.  Dance Just Like Me 
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Year 1 Reading Canon 

 Autumn Christmas  Winter  Spring  Easter  Summer  
 
 

Classic 
1. Peter Pan  
2. Oh the places 
you’ll go 
3. Here we are  
4. Mog the fearful 
cat 
5. The Nutcracker 
6 Where the wild 
things are  
Contemporary 
1. A dinosaur at 
the bus stop 
2. The Gruffalo's 
child 
3. Love monster 
4. How to Catch a 
Star 
5. You Can't Take 
An Elephant On 
the Bus 
6. The Street 
Beneath My Feet 
7 The boy with 
flowers in his 
hair 
Diverse 
1. Love grows 
everywhere 

KEVIN AND THE 
BISCUIT BANDIT: 
A ROLY-POLY 
FLYING PONY 
ADVENTURE -
Philip Reeve and 
Sarah McIntyre 

Amazing 
Muslims Who 
Changed the 

World - Burhana 
Islam 

Mr Popper’s 
Penguins 

 

A Year Full of 
Stories: 52 folk 
tales and legends 
from around 
the world – 
Angela McAllister 

A Year Full of 
Stories: 52 folk 
tales and legends 
from around 
the world – 
Angela McAllister 
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2. We Sang 
Across the Sea 
3. I Am Neffertiti 
4. The Kindest 
Red 
5. In My Mosque 
6. Superpower 
Like Mine 
7. Billy and the 
Beast 
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Year 2 Reading Canon 

 Autumn  
 
Classic 

Christmas 
 
Classic 
 

Winter 
 
Diverse/ other 
cultures 
 

Easter 
 
Diverse/ other 
cultures 

Spring  
 
Contemporary 

Summer 
 
Contemporary 
 

Year 3 The Orchard book 
of Greek myths by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 
 
 

Visitor guide about 
Ancient Greece  

The Boy at the 
Back of the 
Class by Onjali 
Q. Rauf 
 

Goodnight 
stories for 
Rebel Girls 

The Iron Man by 
Ted Hughes  
 

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown 
 

Year 4 A Christmas Carol- 
Charles Dickens 
 

Christina Rossetti – 
Before the Paling of 
the Stars and In the 
Bleak Midwinter 

The Girl who 
stole the 
elephant 
Nizrani 
Farook 
 

Elephant 
Rescue: all 
about 
elephants and 
how to save 
them by 
Ashlee Brown 
Blewett, 
national 
geographic 
kids 
 

High Rise Mystery 
by Sharna Jackson  
 

The Blue Carbuncle- 
Sherlock Holmes 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
 

Year 5 Animal Farm- 
George Orwell 

Non-fiction texts 
about farming 
 

The fastest 
boy in the 
world by 
Elizabeth 
Laird 

Holiday 
brochure and 
fact sheet 
about Addis 
Ababa 
 

Coraline by Neil 
Gaiman 
 
 

Edgar Allen Poe - 
The Raven 
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Year 6 The Odyssey  The odyssey by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

The Hobbit (continued) 
 
Non 
chronological 
report about 
Hobbiton 

Refugee boy by 
Benjamin 
Zephaniah  

Who are Refugees 
and Migrants? What 
Makes People Leave 
their Homes? And 
Other Big Question  
Michael Rosen & 
Annemarie Young  
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KS2 Reading Canon 

 Autumn  
 
Classic 

Christmas 
 
Classic 
 

Winter 
 
Diverse/ other 
cultures 
 

Easter 
 
Diverse/ other 
cultures 

Spring  
 
Contemporary 
 

Summer 
 
Contemporary 
 

Year 3 The Orchard book 
of Greek myths by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 
 
 

Visitor guide about 
Ancient Greece  

The Boy at the 
Back of the 
Class by Onjali 
Q. Rauf 
 

Goodnight 
stories for 
Rebel Girls 

The Iron Man by 
Ted Hughes  
 

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown 
 

Year 4 A Christmas Carol- 
Charles Dickens 
 

Christina Rossetti – 
Before the Paling of 
the Stars and In the 
Bleak Midwinter 

The Girl who 
stole the 
elephant 
Nizrani 
Farook 
 

Elephant 
Rescue: all 
about 
elephants and 
how to save 
them by 
Ashlee Brown 
Blewett, 
national 
geographic 
kids 
 

High Rise Mystery 
by Sharna Jackson  
 

The Blue Carbuncle- 
Sherlock Holmes 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
 

Year 5 Animal Farm- 
George Orwell 

Non-fiction texts 
about farming 
 

The fastest 
boy in the 
world by 
Elizabeth 
Laird 

Holiday 
brochure and 
fact sheet 
about Addis 
Ababa 
 

Coraline by Neil 
Gaiman 
 
 

Edgar Allen Poe - 
The Raven 
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Year 6 The Odyssey  The odyssey by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

The Hobbit (continued) 
 
Non 
chronological 
report about 
Hobbiton 

Refugee boy by 
Benjamin 
Zephaniah  

Who are Refugees 
and Migrants? What 
Makes People Leave 
their Homes? And 
Other Big Question  
Michael Rosen & 
Annemarie Young  
 
 


