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Music Vision and Principles 
 

Vision 

Our music curriculum aims to provide all pupils with a high-quality music education which engages 
and inspires children to develop a life-long love of music, increases their self-confidence, creativity and 
imagination, provides opportunities for self-expression and a sense of personal achievement and 
ensures that every child fulfils their musical potential. Music lessons are lively and interactive and aim 
to foster a passion for music in children of all abilities. Our aspiration is that every child adopts a 
lifelong love of music. Music plays an important role in helping children to feel part of a community. We 
organise and collaborate in projects to enable children to share their musical skills at different events 
both inside and outside of school.   

Child-led 

Children take charge of their learning in Music as much as possible. Our curriculum empowers all 
pupils to achieve by encouraging active involvement, promoting independence, resilience and risk 
taking. 

Hands-on 

Children will have opportunities to participate in hands-on activities with an emphasis on setting tasks 
and selecting repertoire that reflect music making in the real world and connect to pupils’ existing 
relationships with music. We afford equal value to different musical traditions, styles and cultures. 

Ensures progression 

Sequences of lessons always include objectives for building knowledge of aspects from the curriculum. 
This will relate to the style or genre and skill(s) being studied while reinforcing knowledge from earlier 
work as appropriate.  This also involves experiencing music from within before analysing from the 
outside: physicalising the rhythm, internalising the pulse, speaking / chanting the words musically. 
Music will always be the dominant language throughout with high quality musical modelling. 
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Music Curriculum Overview 

Year 
Group 

Autumn Christmas Winter Easter Spring Summer 

Reception  Music and movement, 
finding your voice 
(Chants and rhymes, 
MTYT, pitch matching), 
routines of music 
lesson (Hello song) 
Performance focus: 
Harvest assembly  

Nativity: songs and 
stories, MTYT lyrics 
and melodic phrases. 
Finding the heartbeat 
of the music.  

Out and About: songs 
and rhymes, singing 
games, turn taking, 

contributing ideas for 
words and actions.  

Music and Movement: 
Action songs, finding 
the beat, exploring 

tempo, rhythm 
syllables.  

Traditional Tales: 
Rhythm syllables 

extended, clap it out, 
adding untuned 
percussion. Solo 

singing.  

Pirates, Dinosaurs and 
Space: songs and 

stories, MTYT lyrics 
and longer melodic 

phrases, solo singing 
and contributing 

words and actions.   

 
Year 1 

Listening: describing music – how it makes me 
feel, what I imagine when listening to different 
music. Beginning to identify instruments of the 
orchestra (classic) by sight. (Strings)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Ta, Ti-Ti, Ta Rest. Action, say, clap and 
write (copy and by ear) 4-beat rhythms.   
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing short unison songs and pitch 
matching. Singing short solo lines e.g., Harvest 
(Performance focus - classic and diverse), 
Singing games, Nativity (classic and 
contemporary).  
Other Instrument: Steady beat, single note 
boom whackers along to backing tracks and play 
along videos.  

Listening: describing music and beginning to 
identify woodwind and brass instruments by 
sight.  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Conducting in 4/4 and continuing to 
use Ta, Ta-ah, Ti-Ti, Ta Rest. Action, say, clap and 
write (copy and by ear)  
Pitch: Mi, So, La. Sing by sight and use correct 
hand signals. 
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing short unison songs and pitch 
matching. Singing short solo lines, Singing 
games.   
Other Instrument: Steady beat, single note 
boom whackers along to backing tracks and play 
along videos. Adding chimes and bells in HT4.  

Listening: describing music and beginning to 
identify percussion instruments by sight. 
Beginning to group instruments and spot 
‘imposters’.  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Conducting in 4/4 and continuing to 
use Ta, Ta-ah, Ti-Ti, Ta Rest. Action, say, clap and 
write (copy and by ear) Two-part reading and 
clapping.  
Pitch: Mi, So, La. Sing by sight and use correct 
hand signals. Identifying Lines and Spaces and 
drawing Mi, So and La on the stave.  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing short unison songs and pitch 
matching. Singing short solo lines, Singing 
games.   
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Composing: 4-bar rhythm compositions (use for 
dictation)  

Other Instrument: Steady beat, single note 
chimes and bells along to backing tracks and 
play along videos.  
Composition: Mi, So and La using chimes, bells 
and rhythm syllables.  
Exploring music technology and how sound can 
be changed using spectrograms, oscillators etc.  

 
Year 2 

Listening: Identifying instruments of the 
orchestra (classic – The Nutcracker) by sight (and 
sound) and grouping them (Strings, Brass, 
Woodwind, Percussion)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ta-ah rest, Ta-ah-ah-ah, Tika-
Tika. Action, say, clap and write (copy and by 
ear) 4-beat rhythms.   
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing longer songs with larger range 
and intervals in unison and canon and as a 
soloist (classic and diverse). Performance focus = 
Nativity  
Other Instrument: Steady beat, rhythm changes 
and single note boom whackers and chimes 
along to backing tracks and play along videos.  
 
Composition: rhythm and words (secret chicken) 
play on boom whackers in small groups of 4.  
 

Listening: Identifying instruments of the 
orchestra by sight (and sound) and grouping 
them (Strings, Brass, Woodwind, Percussion)  
Beginning to follow a listening map and creating 
one of their own (William Tell – classic)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ta-ah rest, Ta-ah-ah-ah, Tika-
Tika. Action, say, clap and write (copy and by 
ear) 4-beat rhythms.   
Pitch: Mi, So, La and Do. Singing by sight, using 
the correct hand signs, and introducing 
moveable Do. Writing short melodies on the 
stave.  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing longer songs with larger range 
and intervals in unison and canon and as a 
soloist (classic and diverse).  
Other Instrument: Steady beat, rhythm changes 
and single note chimes along to backing tracks 
and play along videos. 
 
 

Listening: Identifying instruments of the 
orchestra by sight (and sound) and grouping 
them (Strings, Brass, Woodwind, Percussion)  
Following different listening maps (Carnival of 
the Animals – classic)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ta-ah rest, Ta-ah-ah-ah, Tika-
Tika. Action, say, clap and write (copy and by 
ear) 4-beat rhythms.  2-part rhythm reading.  
Pitch: Mi, So, La and Do. Singing by sight, using 
the correct hand signs, using moveable Do. 
Writing short melodies on the stave. Including 
Hot Cross Buns. Introducing the Treble Clef.  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing Obwisana in unison. Copying 
moves and adding own.   
Other Instrument: Xylophone – ensemble and 
solo performing short pentatonic melodies on 
the xylophone (Classic)  
 
Composition: Writing short melodies using Do, 
Mi, So, La (C, E, F, G) using Chrome Music Lab) 
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Performing these compositions on tuned 
percussion. 

 
Year 3 

Listening: Describing music from Africa (West – 
Diverse) and identifying typical instruments by 
sight  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ta-ah-ah and Ti-Tika. Action, 
say, clap and write (copy and by ear) 
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing short songs in different languages 
e.g., Zulu and Swahili. In canon and layered. 
Performance focus = Christmas (contemporary)  
Other instrument: Djembe (Bass, Tone and Slap) 
Call & Response, Main Groove, Improvisation.     
 

Listening: Marimba ensembles – identifying 
instruments and features e.g., Tempo, Layers 
(Tshotsholoza)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ti-Tika. Action, say, clap and 
write (copy and by ear) 
Pitch: Treble Clef reading  
 
Performing: 
Voice: Shosholoza (diverse)  
Other Instrument: Xylophone – Shosholoza and 
Kalyango. (3-part ensemble playing).  
 
 

Listening: Peter and the Wolf (instrument 
identification and relating it to the character)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Pitch: Creating own melodies on the stave and 
singing  
Treble clef lines and spaces 
 
Performance:  
Perform composition based on character from 
PATW.  
Xylophone Karate – White, Yellow, Orange and 
Green belts using traditional songs from UK, USA 
and elsewhere (Classic) Solo performance.  
 
Composition: Xylophone composition based on 
a PATW character.  

 
Year 4 

Listening: Describing music from Latin America - 
Samba (Diverse) and identifying typical 
instruments by sight (and some by sound)  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Tika-Ti and Syn-co-pa. Action, 
say, clap and write (copy and by ear) 

Listening: Old own Road (original and covers / 
arrangements) Identifying instruments but also 
similarities and differences.  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Recap Ta-i-Ti  

Listening: Musicals - Musical songs – identifying 
instruments, structure, sections, voice parts 
(Blob Opera) etc.  
 
Reading and Writing:  
Short melodies on the stave (Do, re, mi, so, la) 
(writing and singing)  
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Performing:  
Voice: Singing short songs in different languages 
e.g., Spanish in canon and layered. Performance 
focus = Christmas (Diverse) 
Other Instrument: Samba (Surdo, Repenique, 
Caixa, Shaker, Agogo, Tambourim). Call & 
Response, Main Groove, Improvisation.    

Pitch: Treble Clef reading and score marking 
(sections, patterns, repeat sign etc.) Sight singing 
Do, Re, Mi, So, La 
 
Performing:  
Voice: Part singing / round  
Other instrument: Xylophones (Bass, 
Metallophones and soprano xylo) 3-part 
ensemble playing. Student leaders, small group 
student lead rehearsal.  

 
Performing:  
Ukulele: Introduction to Ukulele strings, 
anatomy, plucking, strumming (Extension: 
Chords C, F, Am)  
Musical (2025 TBC) part singing, expressive 
singing, moving to music, counting rests etc. 
Performance and stage direction. Rehearsal and 
performance etiquette. 
 
Composition:  
Music technology (incredibox) Focus on layers 
and structure using loops (rhythm and melody)   

 
Year 5 

Listening: Reggae – identifying instruments, 
musical features, and devices (skank rhythm, 
chord sequences)  
 
Reading and Writing: Chord charts and melodic 
riffs.  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Reggae songs (Three Little Birds, Lively Up 
Yourself and Buffalo Soldier) Ukulele chord 
charts (C, F, G, Am), strumming patterns and 
melodic riffs. 
Whole class learning and performance as well as 
small group rehearsal and performance.  
Other instrument:  
Performance focus = Christmas – Feliz Navidad 
(Diverse and mixed ensemble) 
 

 Listening: Identifying instruments from Bands 
(contemporary) e.g., Drum kit, bass guitar, 
electric guitar, acoustic guitar, ukulele, keys, 
synth, vocals etc. by sight and sound. Knowing 
the structure of these songs.   
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Triple-Ti. Action, say, clap and 
write (copy and by ear) 
Pitch: Treble clef reading  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing full songs (Pop) and in a different 
language (Diverse)  
Other Instrument:  
Tuned percussion – Jinja and Masindi – ostinato, 
rhythm cells - ensemble playing  
 

Listening HT5: Identifying features of Reggaeton 
music (rhythm, instrumentation, structure)  
 
Listening HT6: Electronic music – identifying 
sounds, layers, and structure  
 
Composition HT5: Reggaeton music – Band lab  
Composition HT6: Continue with Reggaeton 
with the option to add lyrics OR Free choice 
composition following a brief  
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Composition: arranging song (where 
appropriate – adding lyrics, changing strumming 
patterns, using own instruments etc.) 

 
Year 6 

Listening: Identifying instruments from Bands 
(contemporary) e.g., Drum kit, bass guitar, 
electric guitar, acoustic guitar, ukulele, keys, 
synth, vocals etc. by sight and sound. Knowing 
the structure of these songs.   
 
Reading and Writing:  
Rhythm: Adding Ta-i-Ti and Ti. Action, say, clap 
and write (copy and by ear) 
Pitch: Strings, chord charts and riffs.  
 
Performing:  
Voice: Singing full songs (Pop - contemporary) 
and in a different language (Diverse)   
Other Instrument: Ukulele chord charts, 
strumming patterns and melodic riffs. 
Performance focus = Christmas (Diverse) and 
whole class ensemble performance 
(contemporary)  
 

Reading and Writing: 
Rhythm: recap all rhythm syllables 
Pitch: Treble clef reading (introduce bass clef)  
 
Performance: Kampala – (inspired by 
Minimalism and African music) - identifying 
instruments, musical features, and devices 
(repetition, layering, syncopation, ostinato)  
 
Composition: Improvising a short melodic 
phrase using the Pentatonic scale.  
 
 

Listening: Identifying features of Music for 
Ganes  
 
Composition: Beepbox: Composing a series of 
short pieces of music to accompany a variety of 
moving images / video game. To include short 
ostinato / riffs / motifs. Working on creating a 
mood / scene.  
 

 
By the end of year 6 all children can listen to and appraise music from a variety of styles and genres (classic, modern and diverse), spotting key features e.g. 
instrumentation. They can read, write music (solfege, treble clef, bass clef and chord diagrams) and perform music as a soloist and as part of an ensemble.  
 


