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History Vision and Principles 
 

Vision 

Our collective history shapes our present. At HFS we aim to equip every child with an understanding 
and appreciation, not only of a wide-range of global history, but also of the significance that this history 
holds for themselves and their unique place within their communities. Our history curriculum develops 
children’s knowledge of chronology, source work and critical thinking, while providing a space to 
contemplate the diverse and, at times, turbulent histories of societies around the world. Ultimately, we 
strive to unlock a child’s future through their interpretation of the past, leading them to be confident, 
empathetic and informed citizens.  

Principles 

History promotes learning journey based on key disciplinary knowledge and concepts such as 
chronology, source work, and critical thinking. Children will learn to place societies and events of the 
past within a global historical chronology, enhancing a greater understanding of the world’s history. In 
depth and varied source work will enable children to think and analyse critically, making evaluations 
and interpretations of the past that are thoughtful, consistent and articulate. 

At Hatcham Free School the core elements of History are:   

Diversity 
HFS prides itself on striving to offer diverse and wide-ranging learning opportunities. The curriculum 
itself exposes children to a variety of topics, centred on different global communities, while the chosen 
historical figures and sources allow children to deepen their understanding of diversity within history 
even further. Black History Term ensures that all children experience an even wider learning of how the 
pasts of individuals and their communities have shaped the present day via cross curricula learning.  
 
Ensuring Progression  
Once children have acquired key historical skills, they will continue to embed their learning for the 
duration of their time at HFS. Topics and activities such as Knowledge Organisers, Timelines and source 
diagrams are designed to challenge previous knowledge, while refining skills. 
 
Enhancing sense of self-worth and belonging 
Using their understanding of the past, pupils develop an awareness of themselves, their families and 
their communities. We hope to open up a curiosity for their own personal history and the events of the 
past that have led them to their present experiences, while fostering an environment that supports 
them to consider their own place within the world and its future. 

Implementation 

Planning in History is in line with the structures and recommendations outlined in the National 
Curriculum Programmes of Study. Each lesson has a learning objective and success criteria that the 
children aim to meet in order to be successful in their learning. 
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Across all year groups, we follow a sequence of lessons. All History teaching and learning follow the 
principles of effective teaching:  

1. High Expectations of all children and what they can achieve   
2. Effective explanations that allow children to acquire new knowledge and skills   
3. Modelling of learning so that children understand how to apply knowledge and skills   
4. Targeted questioning that makes every child think effectively   
5. Deliberate practice that allows children to grapple with new learning   
6. Feedback which helps children think about and further develop their work   
7. Positive relationships based upon mutual respect between staff and children 

 
 

The Historical Sequence of Learning at Hatcham Free School 

At HFS we believe it is critical that children receive a broad and balanced History curriculum, that 
allows children to make clear steps of progress throughout a unit. We ensure that children use a variety 
of historical skills including chronology, source work and critical historical writing. Across phases, 
children generally follow a similar structure so that teachers are clear of the progression made from 
Year 1 up to Year 6. Below is a summary of the lesson structure over a topic, though this is subject to 
change. 

Viewpoint Lesson 

Allows children to show their own knowledge before starting a topic, and then gives an overview of the 
topic they will study using the Knowledge Organiser. Children write their own knowledge in pencil first, 
then after discussing the Knowledge Organiser, they add new knowledge in Purple Pen. 

Washing Line 

Children will use chronological language and dates to place key events from their new topic on their 
class washing line. This washing line shows all their previous topics that have been covered since Year 
1. 

Source Work 

Children will use source work skills to explore a variety of sources relating to their topic. They will do 
this to deepen their understanding of a topic, assess reliability of sources, or to prepare for a piece of 
writing. 

Historical Skill 

Children will complete a Thinking Point to support them in mastering a particular historical skill. This 
could be change over time, causality, comparing and contrasting. They will do this with the view to 
deepen their understanding of a topic, as well as prepare for a piece of historical writing. 

Short Historical Writing 

Children will use their knowledge, source analysis and practise with a historical skill that they have 
completed over the topic to support with a short, written outcome. 
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Plickers 

Children will complete an end of topic Plickers assessment. Their scoresheet will be printed out and 
stuck into topic books during the lesson. Children will then Purple Pen their answers. 

Critical Writing Preparation 

Children will use this time to prepare for a longer piece of critical writing which will answer a historical 
enquiry question. They will meet the sources that they will be writing about and learn to analyse them 
deeply. They will also learn the key stages of making a PEA paragraph to present a critical and 
historical outcome evidenced through sources. 

Critical Writing Final Outcome 

Children will complete their longer piece of critical writing that is formed of PEA paragraphs to answer 
a historical enquiry question. They will evidence their argument using sources they have previously 
analysed. 

 

Assessment  
Formative Assessment  

Formative assessment happens throughout a History lesson at HFS. Key questions are explicitly 
planned into a lesson and are informed by the content of the Knowledge Organiser to ensure full 
coverage of the topic is met. The questions offer children the opportunity to build on their prior 
knowledge, think independently and use their communication skills to share ideas. Where needed, 
teachers will make adaptations to their teaching to ensure that misconceptions are addressed, and that 
children are confident with their historical knowledge and skills. At the end of a lesson, teachers will 
tick or dot the Learning Objective depending on whether the child has achieved this by the end of the 
lesson. 

Summative Assessment  

At the end of a topic children will complete an assessment on Plickers. The assessment will consist of 8 
questions that have been directly informed by the Knowledge Organiser to ensure that children have 
retained the knowledge required of them for a topic. In a Plickers lesson, their score sheet will be printed 
by the teacher and stuck into topic books. As a class, children will Purple Pen each of their answers by 
ticking those that are correct, and dotting those that are incorrect. This gives children the opportunity to 
reflect and correct any errors. Teachers will use this time to address any misconceptions that may be 
present at the end of a topic. 
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History Curriculum Overview 
Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Easter  Spring Summer  

 
Year 1 

Significant People in 
History Significant People 

in History 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Black History Term 
Rosa Parks and Civil 

Rights 
 

Year 2 
History of Lewisham 

History of 
Lewisham 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Women and the 
Vote 

Women and the 
Vote 

Black History Term 
Olive Morris and the 

Windrush 
 

Year 3 
Black History Term 
Lord Kitchener and 

Migration 

Roman Empire and 
its Impact on 

Britain 
Anglo Saxons Viking Invasion 

Shakespeare’s 
Britain: Elizabethan 

England 

Shakespeare’s 
Britain: Elizabethan 

England 

 
Year 4 

Black History Term 
Marcus Rashford and 

Social Justice 
The Mayans Victorian Britain 

Victorian Britain: 
Impact of Change 

 
 

Prehistoric Britain 

 
Year 5 

Local Depth Study: 
Lewisham 

Local Depth Study: 
Lewisham 

 Ancient Greece   Black History Term 
British Black 

Panthers and Protest 
 

Year 6 
Black History Term 
Harriet Tubman and 

the Slave Trade 
Shang Dynasty World War 2 

World War 2: The 
Battle of Britain 

  

 


