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German Vision and Principles 
 

Expression and communication are inherent and integral human drives and at Hatcham Temple Grove 
Free School, we seek to provide our pupils with the confidence and necessary linguistic tools to express 
themselves in another language and aim to provide meaningful contexts for purposeful 
communication. In the current international climate, it is vital that our pupils are able to reflect on their 
place within a wider context and to this end we have a high focus on Intercultural 
Understanding, developing our pupils’ understanding, empathy and enquiry towards other countries, 
cultures and traditions. We expect a resilient approach to language learning from our pupils, allowing 
for metacognitive reflection on learning across other curriculum areas.   
 

Purposeful Communication 

Our curriculum focuses on four key areas: oracy and literacy, language knowledge and intercultural 
understanding, with children being introduced to German from Year 1 onwards. Discrete language 
sessions build pupils’ vocabulary and understanding of German, as well as developing fluency 
and confidence and we encourage the use of German throughout the day for specific 
statements, requests and routines.   

 
German language units are based on the aims of the National Curriculum, whilst also incorporating an 
emphasis on literature in the target language which provides the centre point of each year group’s 
curriculum from the Winter Term and which build on vocabulary and ideas covered in the Autumn 
Term units.  This knowledge is then built on during the Spring and Summer Terms. 

 
Each German lesson begins with established greeting routines, allowing for reinforcement of 
vocabulary and dialogues structures, which build on vocabulary and sentence phrasing, building and 
extending this with each year group. Lessons are taught predominantly in German, with many of our 
teachers being German specialists or having a background in German.  

 
Where possible and enriching, links are made with other curriculum areas in order to support learning 
across these themes, as well as to deepen children’s understanding of concepts and ideas covered in 
subjects such as Geography and History.   
 

Inter-Cultural Understanding and Enquiry 

Learning a language arouses children’s interest and curiosity in their own identities and helps them to 
see the relationships between their lives and those of others, making intercultural understanding a vital 
element of language learning at Hatcham Temple Grove Free School. We celebrate key German 
traditions and festivals, including making Schultüten in the first Year of German learning in Year 1, as 
well as key celebration dates throughout the year, including Sankt Martin, Sankt Nikolaus, Karneval 
and Ostern, as well as looking at Tag der Deutschen Einheit in Years 5 and 6.   

 
The whole school is involved in these celebrations, with these traditions providing a tangible 
introduction to German culture for our Reception children in preparation for their language learning in 
future years. Children are able to reflect on these traditions, building their knowledge of key features 
and vocabulary connected with these, as well as discussing the importance of learning about such 
traditions and the ideas and history behind them.   
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We also seek to build links with other German speaking schools and institutions, hosting visiting 
teachers as part of the UK German Connection’s ‘Host a Teacher’ scheme, as well as establishing 
seasonal contact with institutions such as the Goethe Institut.  
 

German Curriculum Overview 
 
Aims: The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding  
• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words  
• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 

those of others; seek clarification and help *  
• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  
• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 
• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  
• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  
• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clearly  
• describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 

(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high - 
frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
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German Curriculum Overview 
 

Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Easter  Spring  Summer  

EYFS   Events:  
Karneval Celebration     

 
Year 1 

Main Curriculum focus for year: 
 
• listen attentively to spoken 

language and show 
understanding by joining in and 
responding  
 

• explore the patterns and sounds 
of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words 
 

• speak in sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases and 
basic language structures  
 

• develop accurate pronunciation 
and intonation so that others 
understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar 
words and phrases 
 

• appreciate stories, songs, poems 
and rhymes in the language  

 
 

Erstes 
Kennenlernen 

 
Gesundes Essen 
Healthy Eating 

 
• Introduction to 

German 
• Greetings  
• Food  

 
Events:  
Erster Schultag 
Schultüte 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Song/poem 
 
Events:  
Sankt Martin 11.11     Laterne 
Sankt Nikolaus 5/6.12 
Weihnachten   

Literature Unit: 
Die kleine Raupe 

nimmersatt 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 

• Key vocabulary for 
theme of story 

• Healthy/ 
• Unhealthy foods 
• Days  
• 1-10  
• Simple adjectives  

(colours) 
 
Events:  
Karneval Celebration  
 
 
 
 

Literature Unit: 
Die kleine Raupe 

nimmersatt 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement 
and recap 

• Hobbies 
• Days of the week 
• Likes/dislikes 

 
Events:  
Karneval 
Ostern 
 
 

Literature Unit: 
Die kleine Raupe 

nimmersatt 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 
• Animals  
• Likes and dislikes 
• Building simple 

sentences  
• Days of the week  
 
Events:  
Ostern 
 

Literature Unit: 
 Die kleine Raupe 

nimmersatt 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 

• Creating class story 
using vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures from 
story 

• Recap on vocab and 
structures covered 
over the year 
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Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Easter  Spring  Summer  
Year 2 

Main Curriculum focus for year: 
 

• listen attentively to spoken 
language and show 
understanding by joining in and 
responding  
 

• explore the patterns and sounds 
of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words  
 

• speak in sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases and 
basic language structures  
 

• develop accurate pronunciation 
and intonation so that others 
understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar 
words and phrases 
 

• appreciate stories, songs, poems 
and rhymes in the language  

 
• engage in conversations; ask and 

answer questions; express 
opinions and respond to those of 
others; seek clarification and help 

 

Tiere SCI  
Animals 

 
• Greetings 
• Introductions 
• Animals 

 
 

 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Song/poem 
 
 
Events:  
Sankt Martin 11.11     Laterne 
Sankt Nikolaus 5/6.12 
Weihnachten   

 

Literature Unit: 
Der 

Katzentatzentanz 
 
• Key vocabulary 

for theme of 
story 

• Animals  
• Adjectives 

 
 
Events:  

Karneval Celebration  

Literature Unit: 
Der 

Katzentatzentanz 
 
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement and 
recap 

• Hobbies 
• Giving opinions 
• Animals  
 
Events:  
Karneval  
Ostern 

 

Literature Unit: 
Der 

Katzentatzentanz 
 
• Animals 
• Hobbies 
• Building simple 

sentences  
• (Picture 

dictionaries) 
 
 

Events:  
Ostern 
 
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Der 

Katzentatzentanz 
 
• Creating class 

story using 
vocabulary and 
sentence 
structures from 
story 

• Recap on vocab 
and structures 
covered over the 
year 
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Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Easter  Spring  Summer  
Year 3 

Main Curriculum focus for year as 
Years 1/2 plus: 

 
• read carefully and show 

understanding of words, 
phrases and simple writing  
 

• broaden their vocabulary and 
develop their ability to 
understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written 
material, including through 
using a dictionary  
 

• write phrases from memory, 
and adapt these to create new 
sentences, to express ideas 
clearly  
 

• describe people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing  
 

• understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language 
being studied, including: 
feminine, masculine key 
features and patterns of the 
language; how these differ from 
or are similar to English. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Introductions 
 
• Introductions 
• Giving information 

about yourself  
 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Months 
• Song/poem 

 
Events:  
Sankt Martin 11.11    Laterne 
Sankt Nikolaus 5/6.12 
Advent /Weihnachten  
Konzert 
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Wir gehen auf 

Bärenjagd 
We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt 
 
• Key vocabulary for 

theme of story 
• Settings  
• Adjectives to 

describe settings  
 

Events:  
Karneval Celebration 

 

Literature Unit: 
Wir gehen auf 

Bärenjagd 
We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt 
 
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement 
and recap 

• Hobbies 
• New animals in 

settings  
• Adjectives to 

describe  
• Animal features  

 
Events:  
Karneval  
Ostern 

 

Literature Unit: 
Wir gehen auf 

Bärenjagd 
We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt 
 
• Character 

features and 
description 

• Sequencing 
different animal 
hunts on 
different days  

 
 
Events:  
Ostern 

 

Literature Unit: 
 Wir gehen auf 

Bärenjagd 
We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt 
 
• Characters 
• Settings 
• Descriptions 
• Creating and own 

stories  
• Recap on vocab 

and structures 
covered over the 
year 
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Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Spring  Easter  Summer  

Year 4 
Main Curriculum focus for year as 

Years 1/2 plus: 
 

• read carefully and show 
understanding  
 

• broaden their vocabulary and 
develop their ability to 
understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written 
material, including through 
using a dictionary  
 

• write phrases from memory, 
and adapt these to create new 
sentences, to express ideas 
clearly  
 

• describe people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing 
 

• understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language 
being studied, including 
feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of 
high - frequency verbs; key 
features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these 
and how these differ from or 
are similar to English. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Countries, cities 
and weather GEO 

 
• Country 

names 
• German cities 
• Weather  

 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Months 
• Song/poem 
 
 
 
Events:  
Sankt Martin 11.11    Laterne 
Sankt Nikolaus 5/6.12 
Advent /Weihnachten  
Konzert 
 

Literature Unit:  
Edward und der 

letzte Baum 
The Last Tree in 

the City 
 
• Key vocabulary for 

theme of story 
• Settings  
• Adjectives to 

describe  
• Opposites  
 
 
Events:  
Karneval celebration  
 

Literature Unit: 
Edward und der 

letzte Baum 
The Last Tree in 

the City 
 
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement 
and recap 

• Hobbies 
• Activities  
• Giving opinions  

 
 
Events:  
Karneval  
Ostern 
 

Literature Unit: 
Edward und der 

letzte Baum 
The Last Tree in 

the City 
 

• Building on 
knowledge of 
hobbies and 
activities 

• Recap on days  - 
weekly activity 
plan  

 
Events:  
Ostern 
  

Literature Unit: 
Edward und der 

letzte Baum 
 
• Describing own 

city  
• Dictionary skills 
• Creating own story 

based on structures 
• Recap on vocab 

and structures 
covered over the 
year 

 
 
 



7 
 
 

Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Spring  Easter  Summer  
Year 5 

Main Curriculum focus for year as 
Years 1/2 plus: 

• read carefully and show 
understanding 
 

• broaden their vocabulary and 
develop their ability to 
understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written 
material, including through 
using a dictionary  
 

• write phrases from memory, 
and adapt these to create new 
sentences, to express ideas 
clearly  
 

• describe people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing  
 

• understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language 
being studied, including 
feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of 
high - frequency verbs; key 
features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these 
and how these differ from or 
are similar to English. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

After the holidays 
Country names and 

geographical info 
GEO 

Berlin  GEO 
 
 

• Country names 
• Geography of 

Germany 
• Berlin info and 

sights 
 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Tag der deutschen 

Einheit   
• Weihnachten/Advent 
• Christmas/Advent  
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Months 
• Song/poem 

 
Events:  
Tag der deutschen Einheit 
3.10 
Advent/Weihnachten Konzert 
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Emil und die 

Detektive 
Emil and the 

Detectives 
 

• Key vocabulary for 
theme of story 

• Clothing  
• Descriptions of 

characters 
(clothing)  

 
 
Events:  
Karneval celebration 
 
 
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Emil und die 

Detektive 
Emil and the 

Detectives 
   
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement 
and recap 

• Giving opinions 
• Giving opinion on 

characters  
 
Events:  
Karneval  
Ostern 

 

Literature Unit: 
Emil und die 

Detektive 
Emil and the 

Detectives 
 

• Sequencing 
using days  

• Town/City 
locations  

• What 
character 
does on each 
day  

• Recap on 
Berlin sights 

• Past tense  
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Emil und die 

Detektive 
Emil and the 

Detectives 
 

• Creating 
introduction as 
character from Emil 
und die Detektive 

• Recap on vocab and 
structures covered 
over the year 

 

 



8 
 
 

Year Group Autumn Christmas  Winter  Spring  Easter  Summer  
Year 6 

Main Curriculum focus for year as 
Years 1/2 plus: 

 
• read carefully and show 

understanding 
 

• broaden their vocabulary and 
develop their ability to 
understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written 
material, including through 
using a dictionary  
 

• write phrases from memory, 
and adapt these to create new 
sentences, to express ideas 
clearly  
 

• describe people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing  

 
• understand basic grammar 

appropriate to the language 
being studied, including 
feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of 
high - frequency verbs; key 
features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these 
and how these differ from or 
are similar to English. 

 
 

Holiday activities 
and past tense  
German and 

Germany 
 

• Country 
names 

• Past tense 
holiday 
descriptions 

 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

 
• Tag der deutschen 

Einheit   
• Weihnachten/Advent 
• Christmas/Advent  
• Sankt Nikolaus 
• Sankt Martin 
• Christmas traditions 
• Christmas vocab  
• Months 
• Song/poem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Events:  
Tag der deutschen Einheit 
3.10 
Advent/Weihnachten Konzert 
 

 

Literature Unit: 
Als Hitler das rosa 
Kaninchen stahl 

When Hitler Stole 
Pink Rabbit 

 
• Key vocabulary for 

theme of story 
• Adjectives to 

describe 
characters’ 
feelings and 
emotions 

• Justifying using 
weil  

 
Events:  
Karneval celebration 
Ostern 

 
 

Literature Unit: 
Als Hitler das rosa 
Kaninchen stahl 

When Hitler Stole 
Pink Rabbit 

 
• Karneval vocab 

reinforcement 
and recap 

• Adjectives to 
describe 
characters and 
feelings 

• Giving opinions 
on characters  

 
Events:  
Karneval reflection 
  

 

Literature Unit: 
Als Hitler das rosa 
Kaninchen stahl 

When Hitler Stole 
Pink Rabbit 

 
• Character feelings 
• School subjects  

 

  
 
 

 

Recap and 
preparation for 

transition  
 
• What do we know 

about 
German/Germany  

• Recap on vocab and 
structures covered 
over the year 

• School and 
transitions 

 
 

 


