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Geography Vision and Principles 
 

Vision 

To be well-rounded citizens, children require an understanding of the world around them: from being 
familiar with their local neighbourhood to understanding their impact on the globe. Our vision for 
geography at the Free School is to instil a fascination and curiosity to investigate different places, their 
environments, climate and topography and the interactions between these factors and human cultures 
around the world. We aspire to develop inquisitive, creative learners who question the world around 
them and develop a sense of responsibility towards our planet. 

Principles 

Geography promotes learning journey based on key disciplinary knowledge and concepts At Hatcham 
Free School, the aims and principles of our Geography teaching practice are as follows:  
 

• Knowledge-led learning 

Children acquire a significant and powerful body of knowledge through the study of Geography, which 
builds lesson on lesson and year on year, so students leave us with a good understanding of geography 
as an academic discipline. 
 

• Enquiry driven 

All children are required to use their higher-level metacognitive skills to ask relevant geographical 
questions about topics, places, themes and issues. This will allow them to make sense of their own local 
area and the rest of the world, as well as gaining an appreciation of life in other cultures through their 
growing knowledge and understanding of human and physical geography. 
 

• Hands-on 

All children have the opportunity to frequently engage in high-level practical learning which allows 
them to develop their geography skills and leads to a deeper understanding of the topic, this is likely to 
include using globes, atlases and maps, both in hard copy and electronic form. Children have regular 
opportunity to carry out fieldwork in their local community to develop disciplinary knowledge.   
 

• Ensures progression 

Important subject knowledge is implicit in each geographical enquiry but this is balanced with adequate 
time and opportunity for pupils to master key subject skills and outcomes. This ensures progression in 
both the content and in terms of pupils applying their knowledge to achieve higher order outcomes as 
they move through the topic. 
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Implementation 

At Hatcham Free School we think it is important that lessons are carefully constructed to ensure 
progression through lessons, between lesson and over time.  As such, we have a carefully sequenced 
approach to geographical learning which enable students to deepen and build on prior knowledge over 
time. 

Across all year groups, we follow a sequence of lessons. All Geography teaching and learning follow the 
principles of effective teaching:  

1. High Expectations of all children and what they can achieve   
2. Effective explanations that allow children to acquire new knowledge and skills   
3. Modelling of learning so that children understand how to apply knowledge and skills   
4. Targeted questioning that makes every child think effectively   
5. Deliberate practice that allows children to grapple with new learning   
6. Feedback which helps children think about and further develop their work   
7. Positive relationships based upon mutual respect between staff and children 

 

The Georgraphical Sequence of Learning at Hatcham Free School 

1. Viewpoint Lesson 

The start of each topic should begin with a viewpoint on the subject of the topic.  The viewpoint should 
be completed in pencil.  This should be done with no teaching to ascertain the student’s prior 
knowledge.  The students should then be taught key knowledge about the topic, which may include 
important geographical vocabulary linked to the topic, key knowledge related to location, such as where 
a country or continent is located in the world and key   knowledge related to place, such as key human 
and physical geography of an area.  The children should then update their viewpoint with this 
additional newly acquired knowledge onto their viewpoint.  This viewpoint then becomes an important 
reference point for the students to use throughout the sequence. 

e.g.  

 

2. Mapping task 

In lesson 2, a mapping task linked to the topic and the Location Knowledge progression grid descriptors 
should be carried out.  An example of this might be for Year 4, when the topic is the ‘Geography of 
Mexico’ to identify which hemisphere Mexico and some key environmental regions and physical 
characteristics. To achieve this, students would have to be taught these terms and be given maps which 
display these.   

This would link directly to the year 4 descriptor: 

Geography 

LO: I can create a viewpoint about …….  

Date: 08.09.24 

Key Knowledge building:         √ Human and Physical Knowledge: 

Location Knowledge (mapping): Fieldwork and skills :  

Place Knowledge:  Assessment (Plickers): 

Other (including extending writing):  
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3. Place knowledge lesson 

In lesson 3, a place knowledge lesson linked to the topic and the place knowledge progression grid 
descriptors should be carried out.  An example of this might be for Year 5, when the topic is the 
‘Geography of Greece’, children look at a map of Greece with its major cities on.  Children have to 
identify what significant geographical features are nearby, using the map i.e. rivers, the sea, mountains 
and hypothesise why this might have encouraged population development. They can then compare this 
to a map of the UK – how are the two locations similar and different? This could be presented as a 
compare and contrast point identifying features of the UK and Greece with annotations of why the 
geographical landscape encouraged the population growth in each nation. 

e.g.  

 

 

 

 

Geography 

LO: I can identify reasons for the locations of towns and cities in Greece. 

Date: 08.10.24 

Key Knowledge building:          Human and Physical Knowledge: 

Location Knowledge (mapping):   Fieldwork and skills :  

Place Knowledge: √ Assessment (Plickers): 

Other (including extending writing): 

 

4. Human and Physical Geography 

In lesson 4, a human and physical geography lesson linked to the topic and the human and physical 
progression grid descriptors should be carried out.  An example of this might be for Year 4, when the 
topic is the ‘Geography of Mexico’, children investigate the major industries of Mexico i.e. tourism, 
farming and mining.  Children investigate where in the country these industries are dominant and look 
at the impact of these on the geography – hotel building on the coast, deforestation for farming etc.  
This could be presented as a cause and effect point. 

e.g. 

 Location Knowledge 

 
Year 4 

 

➢ Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
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 Human and Physical Geography 

 
Year 4 

 

➢ Identify a range of simple physical processes, e.g. rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes.  

➢ Identify a range of simple human processes, e.g. types of settlement and land use. 
➢ Identify simple geographical patterns, e.g. hotels on a seafront.  
➢ Identify and describe the way in which physical and human processes can change the 

features of a locality. 

 

 

5. Fieldwork and disciplinary knowledge 

In lesson 5, a geography and fieldwork lesson linked to the topic and the geography and fieldwork 
progression grid descriptors should be carried out.  An example of this might be for Year 2, when the 
topic is the ‘Planet Earth (UK and Africa focus)’. Children examine a globe, atlas and a range of maps, 
including historical maps and maps in different scales. In year 2, children investigate the human and 
physical features of our school and create a map of the school with a key to identify human and 
physical features. 

e.g. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: I can identify and describe how physical and human processes can change 

the features of a locality. 

Date: 08.10.24 

Key Knowledge building:          Human and Physical Knowledge: √ 

Location Knowledge (mapping):   Fieldwork and skills :  

Place Knowledge:  Assessment (Plickers): 

Other (including extending writing): 

 Geography Fieldwork and Skills 

 
Year 2 

 

➢ Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

➢ Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, and West) to describe the location of 

features on a map. 

➢ Develop geographical skills through fieldwork in school grounds (i.e, matching places to 

photographs.). 
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6. Summative Assessment (Plickers) 

In lesson 6, children should recap on what they have learnt about a topic and revisit the key knowledge 
for the unit.  This should then be followed by a ‘Plickers’ assessment based on this information.  
Questions which children are incorrect should be purple penned and where possible any group or 
individual misconceptions addressed in the lesson. 

7. (Optional) Extended piece of writing 

In terms where there is time to complete a 7th lesson, children should produce an extended piece of 
writing – often a non-chronological report on the topic.  This piece of writing will allow students to 
deepen their knowledge and understanding of a topic and also provide evidence for a range of the 
progression grid descriptors, as you may well provide them with some additional information on the 
topic including using secondary sources such as magazine or newspaper articles, textbooks or internet 
pages like Wikipedia or BBC Bitesize.  Please remember that children should write at a comparable 
standard to their regular English work.  

e.g. 

 

 

 

Monitoring and Assessment  
Monitoring 

Laura Kelly (Humanities Lead) and Nicholas Gillignwater (Geography Lead) are responsible for 
monitoring. This monitoring is carried out during learning walks and observations, as well as lesson 
monitoring via the sharepoint. Feedback is given individually or during staff meetings.  

Assessment  
Formative Assessment  

Formative assessment happens throughout a Geography lesson at Hatcham Free Schoool. Key 
questions are explicitly planned into a lesson and are informed by the content of the Knowledge 
Organiser to ensure full coverage of the topic is met. The questions offer children the opportunity to 
build on their prior knowledge, think independently and use their communication skills to share ideas. 
Where needed, teachers will make adaptations to their teaching to ensure that misconceptions are 
addressed, and that children are confident with their geographical knowledge and skills. At the end of a 
lesson, teachers will tick or dot the Learning Objective depending on whether the child has achieved 
this by the end of the lesson. 

Summative Assessment  
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At the end of a topic children will complete an assessment on Plickers. The assessment will consist of 8 
questions that have been directly informed by the Knowledge Organiser to ensure that children have 
retained the knowledge required of them for a topic. In a Plickers lesson, their score sheet will be printed 
by the teacher and stuck into topic books. As a class, children will Purple Pen each of their answers by 
ticking those that are correct, and dotting those that are incorrect. This gives children the opportunity to 
reflect and correct any errors. Teachers will use this time to address any misconceptions that may be 
present at the end of a topic. 
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Geography Curriculum Overview 
 

Year 
Group 

Curriculum links for 
locations 

Autumn Christmas Winter Easter Spring Summer 

 
Year 1 

• Identify four 
countries/capital 
cities of UK 

• Contrast small areas 
of UK and non-
European country 

• Location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
equator & two poles 

  
 

Blue Planet 
Contrast of 
Lewisham with:   
St. Kilda, 
Melbourne 

Blue Planet 
Contrast of 
Lewisham with: St 
Kilda, Melbourne 

London compared 
with Kingston 
Contrast of London 
with: Kingston, 
Jamaica 

London compared 
with Kingston 
Contrast of London 
with: Kingston, 
Jamaica  

 
Year 2 

  
 

Planet Earth 
Contrast of 
Lewisham with:  
Mugaranmeno 
Village in Zambia 

Planet Earth 
Contrast of 
Lewisham with:  
Mugaranmeno 
Village in Zambia 

  

 
Year 3 

• Locate world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America 

• Name and identify 
counties/cities of UK 

• Contrasts between 
UK, region in a 
European country, 
region within North 
or South America 

The Geography of 
the UK 
Contrast of London 
with: Grimsby 

   
 

   

 
Year 4 

The Geography of 
Mexico (Americas 
Focus) 
Contrast of Mexico 
with the UK 

   Blue Planet 2 
Focus on coasts 
and seas of 
UK/Europe vs. 
coasts and seas of 
South America 

 

 
Year 5 

  
 

The Geography of 
Greece (European 
Focus) 
Contrast with: UK 
as island nation 

 Planet Earth 2 
Focus on: Europe – 
UK and Iceland 

 

 
Year 6 

The Geography of 
China  
Contrast with: UK 

  World War 2 – 
links to geography 
of Germany 

World War 2 – 
links to geography 
of Germany 

Human Planet 
Focus on: North 
America – USA  

Human Planet 
Focus on: North 
America – USA  


