Summer Term Week 6

Week 13 Home learning

Guided Reading Texts:
Monday - Big Yellow Taxi (song)
Tuesday — Mo Farah (non-fiction)
Wednesday - If You Dare (poem)

Thursday — Ice Dragon (fiction)

Friday — How Weeds Get Everywhere (non-fiction)

Answers at the end



Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell

They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot
With a pink hotel, a boutique
And a swinging hot spot

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you've got
'til it's gone?¢
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot

They took all the frees
And put them in a tree museum
Then they charged the people
A dollar and a half just o see 'em

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you've got
'til it's gone?
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot

Hey, farmer, farmer
Put away that DDT now
Give me spots on my apples
But leave me the birds and the bees
Please!

“Big Yellow Taxi comprehension questions

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you've got
'til its gonee¢
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot

Late last night | heard the screen
door slam
And a big yellow taxi took away my
old man

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you've got
il it's gone?
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot

| said
Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you've got
il it's gone?¢
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot

They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot
They paved paradise
Put up a parking lot



1. What adjective is used to describe the hotel?

2. How much were people charged to see the trees?

3. Who does the writer tell to put away the D.D.T¢

4. Write two pairs of words which rhyme in the song.

5. What is the listener told that they don’t know?

6. What do you think the acronym D.D.T. stands fore
a. don’t dance in the toilets
b. dirt, dust and traffic
c. dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane — chemicals used to kill insects
d. descriptions, design and technology

What key word(s) in the text helped you answer this question?2

7. What do you think the word paved means?e
a. to paint something
b. putting down concrete
c. to feel pain
d. live happily

What key word(s) in the text helped you answer this questione

8. What do you think ‘paved paradise’ means?

9. What do you think the whole line which begins with ‘Don’t know what....’
meanse Can you use real-life examples to help explaing




10. What do you think the whole line which begins with ‘Hey farmer.... * means?e

11. Why do you think they put the trees in a tree museum in the song?e

12. What do you think is the main message the song is trying to give?
a. don’t destroy car parks
b. be environmentally friendly
c. be grateful for what you have
d. plant more trees

What makes you think thate




Mo Farah Fact Sheet

Name: Mohamed Muktar Jama Farah
Born: 23 March 1983 in Mogadishu, Somalia

2012 London G
Childhood 2 gold medals (10,000 metres
At the age of 8, Mo arrived in the UK from Mogadishu, | qnd 5000 metres)
with his parents and twin brother, speaking very little
English. He grew up in West London and began running at school when his talent was spotted
by his PE teacher. He didn't always dream of a big career in athletics. Instead, Mo's main
ambitions were actually to become either a car mechanic or to play for Arsenal football club.
In his teens, he joined the Borough of Hounslow Athletics Club and became a very successful
junior athlete. He won the European Junior 5000m title in 2001 before breaking into the senior
GB athletics squad in 2006.

ames:

Achievements

In May 2008, Mo claimed the fastest UK men's time for eight years in the 10,000 metres and
easily qualified for the 2008 Beijing Games. However, in Beijing, much to Team GB's and Mo's
disappointment, he was knocked out of both of his events in the qualifying rounds and did not
make it to an Olympic final. This spurred Mo on to train even harder for the next four years
so he would be able to have another attempt at fulfilling his Olympic ambitions. On the 4th
August 2012, Mo finally accomplished his dream at the London Olympic Games. This time, with
the unwavering support of his home fans in the Olympic Stadium, he easily made the finals for
both his events. In his first final, Mo won the 10,000 metre gold. This was Great Britain’s first
ever Olympic gold medal in the 10,000m and came just after two other gold medals for Great
Britain in the same athletics session. The night was later dubbed ‘Super Saturday’. A week later
on the 11th August 2012, Mo completed an athletics double by also winning the 5000 metres.
This meant Mo joined just five other athletes in the entire history of the Olympic Games to win
the 5k/10k double and the only athlete ever to do it on home soil. Mo famously celebrated his
wins with his unique, celebratory dance pose that he went on to call the ‘Mobot’.

Life after the Olympics
Following his 2012 successes, Mo was given a CBE in The Queen’s 2013 New Year Honours
List. He also has a lasting reminder of his achievement in his hometown of Teddington,
West London, where a post box was painted gold to commemorate his Olympic victories.
Despite his advancing age, Mo is still a major competitor in international athletics and, as
recently as 2015, he repeated his long-distance gold medal double at the Athletics World
Championships. He also does a lot of charity work for The Mo Farah Foundation,
which helps provide life-saving aid to some of the millions of people facing
starvation and disease in Mo's birthplace of Somalia. Very generously,
every time anyone posts a YouTube video copying his ‘Mobot’ pose,
Mo donates £2 to his charity!

Amazing Fact!

Mo's secret training weapon is his underwater treadmill which he runs on
while wearing scuba-diving equipment. He uses this machine three or four
times a week when he's in competition training!




Mo Farah Comprehension

Answer the following questions using full sentences that give as much detail as possible,

1. Did Mo dream of athletics success from a young age?

2. What was the name of the athletics club that Mo joined as a junior?

3. Why did Mo have a major disappointment in 20087

4. Why did British people go on to call 4th August 2012 "Super Saturday'?

5. Give TWO reasons why Mo's Olympic double win was so special.

6. Choose TWO adjectives to describe Mo Farah's character, Explain your choices.

I think Mo is because...

I think Mo is because...

7. Where does the charity money raised by "The Mo Farah Foundation' go ta?
Why do you think this is?

8. Mo's secret weapon is his underwater treadmill training. Do some research on the Internet

to find out why running in water is beneficial to athletes,




If You Dare

If you dare to stray from the forest path at night,

And creep through tangled undergrowth, you'll feel:

Nothing, except for the grip of the midnight wind

As it claws at your frozen cheeks, your face completely at its mercy.

If you brave the quiet of the dark streets at night,

And steal your way from one lonely street lamp to the next, you'll see:
Nothing, except for your own ghostly shadow

Nipping at your heels, lurking behind your every step.

If you venture out of your bedroom at night,

And sneak your way across the floorboards, you'll hear:
Nothing, except for the creaks and groans of a house
Still awake, and waiting for you to close your eyes.

And as you dare, and brave, and venture,

As you creep, and steal, and sneak...

...you'll think that you're alone.




If You Dare comprehension

1. What is unusual about the rhyming pattern of this poem?

2. Why do you think there is no reqular rhythm or beat to this poem?

3. Write down as many words and phrases as you can find that are repeated.

4. Inverse 1, the poet makes the wind seem alive by using the verb 'claws’. Find and copy a
verb for each of these things which makes them seem alive.

your own ghostly shadow

a house

L

What is this type of poem called?

6. Why has the poet chosen not to make the lines rhyme?

7. Find and copy a word that means ‘go somewhere or do something risky’.

8. Why do you think the first line of each verse mentions ‘at night'?




Ice Dragon

By Kate Wilkinson-Brindle
Illustrated by Amy Robinson

Somewhere in Iceland, thin wisps of smoke rose into the air. A
young dragon crept forwards out of her high cave. Her golden
scales shone in the sunlight, and her marmalade eyes

flashed with mischief. She growled softly, and three

other dragons appeared from out of the cavern

behind her. They were all so beautiful. Their amber

eyes glowed, and their bronze scales gleamed.

A pair of eyes watched the group from the safety of the forest below. The eyes
followed the young dragons as they flew from their high ledge. Arjent, the silver
dragon, had been pushed out from the cave soon after hatching. He was too
different. Not only were his scales a shining silver instead of golden brown, but his
eyes were icy blue.

Arjent waited until dark before he followed them. His pale eyes seemed to work
better at night. He knew where they had gone. The fire-water pool was

not too far from the caves. Arjent flew like moonlight to the pool, but he
landed a safe distance away. He didn’t want to be seen

by his sisters. They had been too cruel to him in the

past, and he was scared of their laughter.

Arjent watched as the golden ones drank from the fire-water pool. After they drank,
they began to blow smoke from their nostrils. Eventually, they all fired a jet of orange
flames from their jaws, and they grinned at each other with wild joy. After his sisters
left, Arjent carefully approached the pool. He sipped at the water and swallowed.
The burning feeling that followed didn’t hurt him, but it wasn’t pleasant.




No matter how hard he tried, Arjent couldn’t breathe fire. He
couldn’t even make smoke come from his nostrils. He was filled
with disappointment. Arjent felt the fire-water grow cold in his
throat, and it made him cough. As he spluttered, icy cold S
wisps came twisting out from between his sharp teeth.

He breathed out, and a jet of pure blue ice shot from &6/

his jaws. Arjent didn’t know what to feel.

The next night, Arjent watched his sisters by the fire-water pool. He was building

up the courage to approach them. Before he could get close, he noticed a group

of armed hunters sneaking up on them. He growled a warning, but it was too late.
The hunters surrounded the golden ones and jabbed them with spears. The dragon
sisters tried to attack with fire, but the hunters had fireproof shields. It was hopeless.

Trapped in a fireproof cage, the golden ones roared in rage and fear. The hunters
laughed at them. They began to talk about how much money dragon teeth would
sell for in the markets. Arjent waited. As the moon rose high in the sky, the hunters
fell asleep, and Arjent’s blue eyes gleamed in the night. He crept towards the cage
where his sisters’ amber eyes were glowing.

Ice crackled. Arjent breathed layers of frost and ice onto the cage. Once it was
covered, he smashed down his powerful tail. The cage cracked open. The hunters
leapt up shouting and grabbing for weapons, but their actions were pointless. The
dragons had escaped.

Up in the mountains on a high ledge, five dragons slept in the dawn light. One of
shining silver and four of golden bronze.




Ice Dragon comprehension questions

1.

What are 'wisps' in this text?

a. Thick black columns of smoke
b. Thin twisted lines of smoke

c. Large puffy clouds of smoke

. What does the phrase ‘'marmalade eyes' mean?

a. The dragon's eyes were made of marmalade.
b. The dragon’s eyes were a deep orange colour.
c. The dragon's eyes were sticky like marmalade.

. What does 'amber' mean in this texte

a. fossilised tree sap
b. a girl's name
c. an orange-yellow colour

What does 'mischief' mean?
a. Happiness

b. Playful misbehaviour

c. Anger

d. Sadness

Where did the dragons fly to2
a. the mountain

b. the cave

c. the fire-water pool

d. the lake

. Why do you think the author uses the phrase 'flew like moonlight'?

a. to show that moonlight can fly through the night sky
b. to show that the moonlight was really bright that night
c. to show that Arjent’s silver scales shone like the light of the moon

. Why do you think Ajent's sisters had been cruel to him in the paste

a. because he was younger than they were

b. because he was asilver dragon and they were golden
Cc. because he wanted to steal the fire-water

d. because he had been unkind to them

. Write one word from the text that means took small mouthfuls.

. What two things happened after the golden dragons drank from the fire-

water pool¢



10. Arjent couldn't breathe fire, but what could he breathe?

11. On the second page, what effect does this short sentence create?
It was hopeless.'
a. A feeling of suspense
b. A feeling of surprise
c. Afeeling of joy
d. A feeling of courage

12. Write one word from the second page that means shone brightly.

13. What were the hunters going to sell in the marketse

14.What does the last sentence suggest to the reader?
a. that Arjent and his sisters would kill the hunters
b. that Arjent hated his sisters
c. that the dragons were not friendly to each other
d. that Arjent was finally accepted by his sisters

15.What do you think the moral or message of this story is¢ Give at least one
reason for your answer using evidence from the text.




How Weeds Get Everywhere!

Ever wondered how weeds seem to get everywhere in our gardens? One minute your lawn
can be lovely and green and the next it’s covered - and I mean covered - in dandelions! Well,
it’s all to do with the clever way that plants reproduce, and spread their seeds far and wide
to keep their species alive.

Making the Seeds
So, how do the plants make so many seeds?

Many plants have female parts (including the ovule and stigma) and male parts (including
the stamen). Bees and other insects are attracted to the flowers because of their lovely
aromas and colours. While they're at the flower, they help move pollen from the male
parts to the female parts in order to fertilise the plant, This process is called pollination.
Sometimes the wind can also help with this.

Once the plant is fertilised, the seeds can grow. When this happens in a dandelion, the
yellow flower turns into what we call a dandelion ‘clock’. If you look closely at a dandelion
clock, or ‘seed head’, it is full of dark coloured seeds with light, feathery, white tops that
look like umbrellas.

Fact File

+ A weed is only a plant that someone does not want in
their garden. They can be very pretty!

* Nettles can be used for making tea and medicines, so
they are actually very useful.

+ The world’s largest weed is giant hogweed. It can grow
up to 3.65m in height and have leaves that measure
91cm long.

+ Some people think that if you hold a buttercup under
your chin and the yellow reflects on your skin, it means
that you like butter.

Spreading the Seeds
So, how do the seeds get everywhere?
This is the clever bit...

As we said before, dandelions make lots and lots of seeds. They all have feathery, white
tops that look like umbrellas. This makes the seeds perfect for floating and flying through
the air. So, all they need is the wind, which carries them off landing near and far — some
up to S500m away from the parent plant. Before you know it, there are hundreds of seeds
all over your lawn, which are all ready to germinate and make yet more dandelions. Other
flowers and plants also have other clever ways of spreading their seeds, including putting
them inside tasty fruit so that animals eat them. Eventually, the seeds come out of the other
end in their poo and start to germinate!




Questions about How Weeds
Get Everywhere!

1. Mame one of the female parts of the flower,

2. Name something mentioned in this text, other than bees and other insects, that can move pollen around in

the flower to help with pollination.

3. What is another name for a dandelion ‘clock'?

4. What is a good thing that nettles can be used for?

5. What makes dandelion seeds qood at floating in the air?

&. Name another way mentioned in this text, apart from the wind, that seeds can be dispersed.

7. What is the furthest distance a seed can float away from the parent dandelion?

8. What does ‘germinate’ mean in the final paragraph?

9. In paragraph two the author has written the contracted word they're. Write the full words without the

apostrophe.

10. In the first paragraph, what does the word ‘reproduce’ mean?




Big Yellow Taxi answers

9.

PN A~WOD =

Pink

A dollar and a half

The farmer

Two pairs including: lot/spotf, museum/see ‘em, no/go, bees/please
What you've got ‘tilit's gone

c - dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane — chemicals used to kill insects

b - putting down concrete

Paved paradise means that beautiful places of nature have been built on or
over.

Not appreciating things or understanding how lucky you are until it has
disappeared. (Children must also use real-life examples.)

10. D.D.Tis a type of chemical put on crops so the writer is asking farmers not to

use them because it may harm the environment or give food unusual
features.

11. It's a prediction that if we cut down too many trees, then we will eventually

run out. Therefore, rare and valuable things are often put in museums.

12. Answers may vary but must be backed up with evidence.



Mo Farah Comprehension

Answers

1

Did Mo dream of athletics success from a young age?
No, he actually wanted to become a mechanic or an Arsenal football player.

What was the name of the athletics club that Mo joined as a junior?

In his teens, he joined the Borough of Hounslow Athletics Club and became a very
successful junior athlete.

Why did Mo have a major disappointment in 20087

He failed to qualify for either the 5000 or 10,000 metre Olympic Finals at the 2008
Olympic Games in Beijing.

Why did British people go on to call 4th August 2012 "Super Saturday’?

It became known as ‘Super Saturday’ because Mo and two other GB athletes won gold
medals during the same athletics session.

Give TWO reasons why Mo's Olympic double win was so special.

Mo’s double Olympic win was so special because he was one of only five athletes to have
ever done it. He is the only person to ever have done it in his own country (home soil).

Choose TWO adjectives to describe Mo Farah's character. Explain your choices.
| think Mo is _ because..
| think Mo is because...

Pupil’s own responses.

Where does the charity money raised by ‘The Mo Farah Foundation® go to? Why do you
think this is?

The money raised helps provide life-saving aid to some of the millions of people facing
starvation and disease in Somalia. He feels compelled te use his fame to help the people in
the country he was born.

Mo's secret weapon is his underwater treadmill training. Do some research on the Internet
to find out why running in water is beneficial to athletes

Water is a great medium to exercise as it decreases stress on the joints and is much less
damaging to the body than running outdoors. Running through water forces muscles to
work harder than running in air, so athletes don't have to run as fast or as far to get the
same level of workout.



If You Dare answers

1.

4.

What is unusual about the rhyming pattern of this poem?
Children should recognise that there is no clear rhyming pattern.

Why do you think there is no regular rhythm or beat to this poem?

Children should use the purpose of the poem to identify that the poet is trying to make the reader
feel scared. If they stick to a regular pattern or beat, we'll know what's coming. By making the poem
unpredictable, they're keeping the reader on edge.

(Your child may have thought of some of these points, but if not, have a discussion about them. Their
answer might not necessarily be wrong, and feedback is more valuable than a tick or a cross.)
Write down as many words and phrases as you can find that are repeated.
Any of the following:
Each verse begins with ‘if you’ and the first line of each verse ends with ‘at night".

The second line of each verse starts with ‘and’, and ends with either ‘you'll feel’, ‘you'll see’ or
‘you'll hear'.

The third line of each verse starts with ‘Nothing, except for’.

There are two lines near the end which include ‘as you'.

The six verbs at the end of the poem (dare, brave, venture, creep, steal, sneak) are the same words that
are used in the first two lines of every verse.

In verse 1, the poet makes the wind seem alive by using the verb ‘claws’. Find and copy a verb for each of
these things which makes them seem alive.

your own ghostly shadow

nipping; lurking

ahouse
waiting (children might also write ‘awake’, which is an example of personification but not a verb as the
question specifies)

What is this type of poem called?
free verse

Why has the poet chosen not to make the lines rhyme?

The unusual thing about this poem is that it doesn’t have a rhyming pattern at the end of the lines. This
poem is designed to make the reader feel uneasy, and the poet is not giving us what we expect. By not
using rhyming words, the poet makes us feel a little uncomfortable on purpose.

(Your child may have thought of some of these points, but if not, have a discussion about them. Their
answer might not necessarily be wrong, and feedback is more valuable than a tick or a cross.)

Find and copy a word that means 'go somewhere or do something risky’.
venture

Why do you think the first line of each verse mentions ‘at night™?

Children may explain their own ideas. Talk to them about the purpose of the poem (to frighten) and ask
why night might add to the effect of feeling frightened.



Ice Dragon answers

b — Thin twisted lines of smoke

b — The dragon’s eyes were a deep orange colour.

C — an orange-yellow colour

b — playful misbehaviour

c - the fire-water pool

c —to show that Arjent’s silver scales shone like the light of the moon
b — because he was a silver dragon and they were golden

sipped

‘They blew smoke from their nostrils’ and ‘they fired jets of orange flames
from their jaws’

10. Ice

11. a-a feeling of suspense

12.‘glowed’ or ‘gleamed’

13. Dragon teeth

14.d - that Arjent was finally accepted by his sisters

15. Answers will vary but must reference evidence from the text.
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Answers about How Weeds
Get Everywhere!

Answers

1. Name one of the female parts of the flower.

Ovule or stigma

2. Name something mentioned in this text, other than bees and other insects, that can move pollen
around in the flower to help with pollination.

Wind
3. What is another name for a dandelion ‘clock'?

A seed head

4. What is a good thing that nettles can be used for?

Making tea or medicine

5. What makes dandelion seeds good at floating in the air?

Accept any reference to them being; light, feathery, like an umbrella.

6. Name another way mentioned in this text, apart from the wind, that seeds can be dispersed.

Through animal poo

7. What is the furthest distance a seed can float away from the parent dandelion?
500m/500metres

8. What does "germinate’ mean in the final paragraph?
Start to grow (from the seed)

9. In paragraph two the author has written the contracted word they're. Write the full
words without the apostrophe.

They are

10. In the first paragraph, what does the word ‘reproduce’ mean?

To make more of / make another one / produce offspring.



