
Summer Term Week 6 

 

Week 13 Home learning  
 

Guided Reading Texts: 
 

Monday – Big Yellow Taxi (song) 

 
Tuesday – Mo Farah (non-fiction) 

 
Wednesday – If You Dare (poem) 

 

Thursday – Ice Dragon (fiction) 
 

Friday – How Weeds Get Everywhere (non-fiction) 
 
 

Answers at the end  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell 
 
 

They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

With a pink hotel, a boutique 
And a swinging hot spot 

 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

'til it's gone? 
They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

 

They took all the trees 
And put them in a tree museum 
Then they charged the people 

A dollar and a half just to see 'em 
 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

'til it's gone? 
They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

 
Hey, farmer, farmer 

Put away that DDT now 
Give me spots on my apples 

But leave me the birds and the bees 
Please!  

 
 

 
 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

'til its gone? 
They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

 
Late last night I heard the screen 

door slam 
And a big yellow taxi took away my 

old man 
 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

'til it's gone? 
They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

 
I said 

Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got 

'til it's gone? 

They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

 
They paved paradise 
Put up a parking lot 

They paved paradise 

Put up a parking lot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Big Yellow Taxi comprehension questions  



1. What adjective is used to describe the hotel?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How much were people charged to see the trees? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who does the writer tell to put away the D.D.T? 
______________________________________________________________________________  

4. Write two pairs of words which rhyme in the song.  
___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________  

5. What is the listener told that they don’t know? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What do you think the acronym D.D.T. stands for? 
  a. don’t dance in the toilets 
  b. dirt, dust and traffic 

  c. dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane – chemicals used to kill insects  
  d. descriptions, design and technology  

What key word(s) in the text helped you answer this question? 
_____________________________________________________________  

7. What do you think the word paved means?  

  a. to paint something 
  b. putting down concrete 
  c. to feel pain  
  d. live happily 

What key word(s) in the text helped you answer this question? 

_____________________________________________________________  

8. What do you think ‘paved paradise’ means? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  

9. What do you think the whole line which begins with ‘Don’t know what....’ 
means? Can you use real-life examples to help explain?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



10. What do you think the whole line which begins with ‘Hey farmer.... ‘ means?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Why do you think they put the trees in a tree museum in the song? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What do you think is the main message the song is trying to give?   
  a. don’t destroy car parks 
  b. be environmentally friendly  
  c. be grateful for what you have  

  d. plant more trees  

What makes you think that? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



If You Dare comprehension 

 

 



 



 

 

 



Ice Dragon comprehension questions 

 
1. What are 'wisps' in this text? 

a. Thick black columns of smoke 
b. Thin twisted lines of smoke 
c. Large puffy clouds of smoke  

 
2. What does the phrase 'marmalade eyes' mean? 

a. The dragon's eyes were made of marmalade. 
b. The dragon’s eyes were a deep orange colour. 
c. The dragon's eyes were sticky like marmalade. 

 
3. What does 'amber' mean in this text? 

a. fossilised tree sap 

b. a girl's name 
c. an orange-yellow colour  

 
4. What does 'mischief' mean? 

a. Happiness 

b. Playful misbehaviour 
c. Anger 
d. Sadness  

 
5. Where did the dragons fly to? 

a. the mountain 
b. the cave 
c. the fire-water pool 
d. the lake  

 
6. Why do you think the author uses the phrase 'flew like moonlight'? 

a. to show that moonlight can fly through the night sky 
b. to show that the moonlight was really bright that night 
c. to show that Arjent’s silver scales shone like the light of the moon 

 
7. Why do you think Ajent's sisters had been cruel to him in the past? 

a. because he was younger than they were 
b. because he was a silver dragon and they were golden  
c. because he wanted to steal the fire-water 
d. because he had been unkind to them 

 

8. Write one word from the text that means took small mouthfuls. 
___________________ 
 

9. What two things happened after the golden dragons drank from the fire-
water pool? 



_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

10. Arjent couldn't breathe fire, but what could he breathe? 
____________ 

 
11.  On the second page, what effect does this short sentence create? 

'It was hopeless.' 

a. A feeling of suspense 
b. A feeling of surprise 
c. A feeling of joy 
d. A feeling of courage 

 

12.  Write one word from the second page that means shone brightly. 

 _____________________ 
 
13.  What were the hunters going to sell in the markets?  

______________________ 
 

14. What does the last sentence suggest to the reader? 
a. that Arjent and his sisters would kill the hunters 
b. that Arjent hated his sisters 
c. that the dragons were not friendly to each other 
d. that Arjent was finally accepted by his sisters 

 

15. What do you think the moral or message of this story is? Give at least one 

reason for your answer using evidence from the text. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Big Yellow Taxi answers 

1. Pink  
2. A dollar and a half 
3. The farmer 
4. Two pairs including: lot/spot, museum/see ‘em, no/go, bees/please 

5. What you’ve got ‘til it’s gone 
6. c - dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane – chemicals used to kill insects 
7. b - putting down concrete 
8. Paved paradise means that beautiful places of nature have been built on or 

over. 

9. Not appreciating things or understanding how lucky you are until it has 
disappeared. (Children must also use real-life examples.)  

10.  D.D.T is a type of chemical put on crops so the writer is asking farmers not to 
use them because it may harm the environment or give food unusual 
features.  

11.  It’s a prediction that if we cut down too many trees, then we will eventually 
run out. Therefore, rare and valuable things are often put in museums.  

12.  Answers may vary but must be backed up with evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



If You Dare answers 

 

 

 



 Ice Dragon answers 

1. b – Thin twisted lines of smoke 
2. b – The dragon’s eyes were a deep orange colour. 

3. c – an orange-yellow colour  
4. b – playful misbehaviour 
5. c – the fire-water pool 
6. c – to show that Arjent’s silver scales shone like the light of the moon 
7. b – because he was a silver dragon and they were golden  

8. sipped 
9. ‘They blew smoke from their nostrils’ and ‘they fired jets of orange flames 

from their jaws’ 
10.  Ice  
11.  a – a feeling of suspense 
12. ‘glowed’ or ‘gleamed’ 

13.  Dragon teeth 
14. d – that Arjent was finally accepted by his sisters 
15.  Answers will vary but must reference evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


